
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6464 October 10, 2013 
Mr. Speaker, isn’t it time we stopped 

hurting the people we came here to 
help? 

f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, today 
is day 10 of ObamaCare exchanges 
being up, or supposedly being up. We 
now know the problems with the ex-
changes are not just due to high traf-
fic; rather, technology experts have re-
ported the real problems are with the 
actual structure and shoddy software 
used for the exchanges. 

The Hill reported on October 8, from 
one expert, James Turner, software en-
gineer, ‘‘It’s probably the most broken 
release that I have ever seen.’’ 

I am hearing firsthand the frustra-
tions from my constituents. One con-
stituent said: 

The program freezes up when you try to 
enter your tax filing status. You can’t get 
past it. Same thing happens when I try to 
apply over the phone. I’ve called every day 
since October 1, all different times of the 
day, and have gotten nothing but the run-
around, one excuse after the other, that 
their system is down. 

I’ve called during peak time. I’ve called 
during off-peak time, but apparently there 
are no on-peak hours. If I can’t get qualified 
for a subsidy before January 1, we will have 
to let our insurance lapse. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I say, this is 
a defective exchange, and it is only 
part of the problem. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
THREATENS THE SAFETY AND 
SECURITY OF SOUTHERN ARIZO-
NANS 
(Mr. BARBER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, the safe-
ty and security of Southern Arizonans 
is my first priority. I represent 83 miles 
of the U.S.-Mexico border, and the peo-
ple who live near it are very seriously 
affected by criminal activities along 
that border. 

Since the shutdown, our Border Pa-
trol agents have faced uncertainty 
about their pay and the future of their 
mission. These brave men and women 
are our first line of defense in securing 
the homeland. They deserve our re-
spect and support. 

Last week, an agent’s wife called my 
office about a decision her husband was 
forced to make, the decision between 
missing a loved one’s funeral or attend-
ing it on furlough, putting his pay-
check and his family at risk. 

This reckless shutdown hurts the 
families of our agents who put their 
lives on the line every single day. This 
is wrong, Mr. Speaker, and we must 
end this irresponsible shutdown now 
and restore certainty to the Border Pa-
trol for the safety and security of 
Southern Arizonans and our entire 
country. 

PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, as we 
all are well aware, a lot of emotion is 
in this Chamber and in this body at 
this time, and maybe that is the way it 
should be. 

We remember back to the first Con-
stitutional Convention that it almost 
shut down as well, until Benjamin 
Franklin stood up and said, We need to 
go to prayer, asking for the wisdom of 
the Almighty. Maybe that is what we 
need as well. 

Mr. Speaker, above your rostrum 
there are words etched into stone from 
DANIEL WEBSTER, who said: 

Let us develop the resources of our land, 
call forth its powers, build up its institu-
tions, promote all its great interests, and see 
whether we also, in our day and generation, 
may not perform something worthy to be re-
membered. 

Mr. Speaker, that is what we need to 
be doing. And so, as today, thankfully, 
the President and leadership in the 
House are meeting in negotiations, I 
call for our citizens, as well as us, to be 
in prayer, asking for wisdom for the 
President, for our leaders to come to a 
conclusion that will move this country 
forward. 

f 

TELL THE SPEAKER TO PUT 
AMERICA BACK TO WORK 

(Mr. ENYART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, my wife 
had a call last night from one of her 
best friends. She was angry, dis-
appointed, and frightened. Her husband 
is a civilian worker at Scott Air Force 
Base. His paycheck was one-half what 
it usually is. Their son is a community 
college student who just got laid off. 
Their daughter is disabled. They are 
my voters. They are my friends. 

What do I tell them? 
What do I tell the veterans whose dis-

ability claims aren’t being processed? 
What do I tell the laid-off prison 

guards in southern Illinois who will 
lose their food stamps? 

What do I tell the retired mine work-
ers who have lost their pensions in 
bankruptcy and now have to worry 
about their Social Security checks? 

I can’t tell them to call their Con-
gressman. They already have. 

I tell them, Call 202–225–6205, and tell 
the Speaker to put America and its 
government back to work. 

f 

b 1230 

CAN WE TALK 

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, can we talk? 

I am pleased to hear that President 
Obama, 10 days into a government 
shutdown, is finally willing to talk 
with a contingent of House Repub-
licans at the White House this after-
noon. After all, there is plenty to dis-
cuss. 

Everybody in this room, Democrat or 
Republican, knows that too many of 
our youth are underemployed or unem-
ployed. Mr. President, our youth want 
to work. 

Everybody in this room knows that 
we need tax reform to make our busi-
nesses competitive in the world and 
bring American jobs back to America. 

Everybody in this room knows that 
Social Security and Medicare are on a 
pathway to insolvency and have to be 
shored up so that we can make our 
promises good to our seniors. 

Thank you, Mr. President, at long 
last for sitting down to talk. Maybe if 
we could spend more time talking and 
less time posturing, we might be able 
to deal with some of these very signifi-
cant problems. 

Let’s all pray that these talks are 
fruitful and improve the lives of all 
Americans. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to others in 
the second person. 

f 

LET’S VOTE AND KEEP THE 
GOVERNMENT OPEN 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 
across the country, Americans are ask-
ing a simple question: When will their 
government open? 

Every day, more Americans are de-
nied services they need. Children who 
rely on Head Start are being turned 
away. New mothers and their infants 
are being denied nutritional assistance 
from WIC. Small businesses are losing 
demand for their services or are having 
trouble accessing loans guaranteed by 
the Small Business Administration, 
costing jobs we cannot afford to lose 
and at a time when our economy con-
tinues to struggle. 

While this is happening, what have 
our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle done? They waste precious time 
with incremental bills that have no 
chance of enactment. That is not re-
sponsible governing. It is an excuse to 
put out a press release. The American 
people do not want more press releases. 
They want action. 

Every day that the government stays 
closed is a lost opportunity for our 
economy and our communities. Let’s 
vote and keep this government open. 

f 

THROWBACK THURSDAY 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 
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